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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to applicant's communication on April 12, 2004 wherein 
claims 1-14 are currently pending. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Status 

Claims 1-5 (system) and 6-14 (system) are pending. 
As or April, 12, 2004, claim 1 is as followed: 
1 . A photographic production system, comprising: 

a first and a second print producing lines each of which comprises plural serial 
processing devices to produce a photographic printing in response to a work order from 
a customer to produce the photographic printing; 

the first print producing line including: 

a monitoring section to monitor a working status of each of the plural serial 
processing devices of the first print producing line and to memorize the working status, 

a request-information generating section to generate request-information to 
request to conduct a process of one of the plural serial processing devices of the first 
print producing line on a basis of the working status, and 
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a request-information issuing section to issue the request-information to the 
second print producing line; and 

the second print producing line including: and 

a request-information receiving section to receive the request-information from 
the request-information issuing section, and 

a processing result returning section to make the corresponding one of the plural 
serial processing devices of the second print producing line to conduct the requested 
process and to return a processing result to the first print producing line. 

Note: it appears that claims 1 and 6 are apparatus claims. 

Note: that it appears that independent claim 1 is an apparatus claim. In 
examination of the apparatus claim, the claims must be structurally distinguishable from 
the prior art. While features of an apparatus claim may be recited either structurally or 
functionally, claims directed to an apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art in 
terms of structure rather than function. See MPEP 21 14. In re Schreiber, 128 F. 3d 
1473, 1477-78, 44 USPQ2d 1429, 1431-32 (Fed. Cir. 1997). Apparatus claims cover 
what a device is, not what a device does. Hewlett-Packard Co. vs. Bausch & Lomb Inc. 
(Fed. Circ. 1 990). Manner of operating the device or elements of the device, i.e. 
recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be 
employed/used, does not differentiate apparatus from the prior art apparatus. Ex parte 
Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (BPAI, 1987). 

Also, this is an apparatus claim and intended use limitation for the system/device 
or apparatus, i.e. "to produce a photographic printing in response ...to produce the 
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photographic printing" on lines 3-4, and " to monitor ..." on line 6, etc., are merely 
intended use of the devices or section thus carrying no patentable weight. 

Therefore, independent system claim 1 basically reads as followed: 

a first and a second print producing lines each of which comprises plural serial 
processing devices; 

the first print producing line including: 

a monitoring section, 

a request-information generating section, and 
a request-information issuing section; and 
the second print producing line including: and 
a request-information receiving section, and 
a processing result returning section. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Independent claim 1 , second step " a monitoring section to monitor a working 
status of each of the plural serial processing devices of the first print producing line and 
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to memorize the working status". It is unclear how the monitoring section to monitor the 
working status and can also memorize the working status ? 

In dependent claim Claims 1 and 6, last step recites the limitation "a processing 
result returning section/function to make the corresponding one of the plural serial 
processing devices of the second print producing line to conduct the requested 
process and to return a processing result to the first print producing line". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Furthermore, it is unclear of 
how the phrase "to return a processing result to the first producing line" is carried out. 
Does it mean returning the printing image or printing data back to the first producing 
line? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-5, 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
LOMOINE et al (US 6,786, 149) in view of TUBEL et al (US 6,192,980). 

As for claim 1, LOMOINE discloses a photographic production system, 
comprising: 

a first and a second print producing lines each of which comprises plural serial 
processing devices; 
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{see col. 2, lines 27-40; col. 3, lines 28-35; col. 5, lines 5-37; figure 1 "...two print 
line segments: " printer 1 and 2 operating to a first line, and printer 3 operating to a 
second print line segment..."}; 

the first print producing line including: a monitoring section [see col. 3, lines 9-16 
and lines 50-55 "...being managed (or monitored) in the system']; 

LOMOINE ET AL disclose the photographic production apparatus as claimed 
except for the request a request-information generating section, a request-information 
issuing section and receiving section, and a processing result returning section. 

TUBEL et al is cited to teach general production monitoring system for a plurality 
of production devices using a controller to control and monitor of a plurality of 
production devices (lines/wells) wherein the control system contains a communication 
exchange system between the plurality of production devices (see col. 9, lines 34-50; 
col. 13, lines 55-58) comprising: a request-information generating section (see col. 5, 
lines 32-42; col. 13, lines 9-11); a request-information issuing section, a request- 
information receiving section, and a processing result returning section {see Fig. 7, 
elements 56, 58-60, 70, 72, 76, 78 "COMMUNICATION DRIVERS/RECEIVERS", 80, 
cols. 5, lines 29-30, claim 1 1 for the benefit of overcoming or alleviating well known 
problems and deficiencies such as increased production efficiencies and lower 
operating costs {see col. 3, lines 55-58 and col. 4, lines 48-52}. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the teachings of LOMOINE ET 
AL by using control system contains a communication exchange system between the 
plurality of production devices comprising: a request-information generating section; a 
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request-information issuing section; a request-information receiving section, and a 
processing result returning section of TUBEL et al for the benefit cited above, . 

As for claim 2, LOMOINE ET AL/ TUBEL disclose identification of the second 
producing line {see col. 2, lines 27-40; col. 3, lines 28-35; col. 5, lines 5-37; figure 1 
"...printer 3 operating to a second print line segment..."} and information about which 
processing devices have been completed; and information about which part of the 
processing device have been completed, when one of the processing device has not 
been completed [see col. 3, lines 5-8; " devices statuses; col. 3, lines 43-45 ""...status 
reporting mechanism"; col. 10, lines 42-47 "...status information relating to each 
device"]. Note: This limitation deals with the information or status of the production 
system is Non-functional Descriptive Material NFDM and carried no patentable weight. 
See MPEP 2106.01. 

As for claim 3, LOMOINE ET AL/ TUBEL disclose the second print producing 
line specified in the request information includes at least a processing device, which is 
specified in the request-information to request to conduct a process to the second print 
producing line {see figures 1-3, col. 2, lines 27-40; col. 3, lines 28-35; col. 5, lines 5-37; 
figure 1 "...printer 3 operating to a second print line segment..."}. 

Note: the limitation "which is specified in the request-information to request to 
conduct a process to the second print producing line" is an apparatus claim and 
intended use limitation for the system/device or apparatus thus carrying no patentable 
weight. 
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As for claim 4, LOMOINE ET AL/ TUBEL disclose the processing result includes 
which processing device has been completed, and processed data when a processing 
device, which has been specified in the request information, has been completed [col. 
1 0, lines 49-67, col. 1 1 , lines 1 -4]. Note this limitation is dealing with the data 
processing; thus it is Non Functional Descriptive Material and carried no patentable 
weight. See MPEP 2106.01. 

As for claim 5, LOMOINE ET AL/ TUBEL disclose the request-information is 
issued when one of the serial processing devices is interrupted [see col. 1, lines 54-67; 
col. 2, lines 1-5]. 

As for independent claim 6, which deals with the phographic production system 
for controlling a processing devices alternation between a first and a second 
photographic print producing lines, the first and the second printing producing lines 
having a first computer and a second computer. This is taught in LOMOINE ET AL 
[figures 1-3]. The first computer includes a memory function {see col. 3, lines 9-16 and 
lines 50-54}. Moreover, this claim has the same limitation as independent claim 1 
above and is rejected for the same reason set forth the independent claim 1 above. 

As for claim 7, LOMOINE ET AL/TUBEL discloses wherein the request- 
information to request to conduct a process of one of the plural serial processing 
devices of the first print producing line on a basis of the working status is issued when 
one of the plural serial producing devices is interrupted [....see col. 1, lines 64-67; col. 
2, lines 14-15 and lines 49-52 "event of a failure or interrupted of the first pint line 
segment, the third printer can be used as a back up]. 
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As for claim 8, LOIMOINE ET/ TUBEL discloses wherein, the second print 
producing line specified in the request-information includes at least a processing device, 
which is specified in the request- information to request to conduct a process to the 
second print producing line {see figures 1-3, col. 2, lines 27-40; col. 3, lines 28-35; col. 
5, lines 5-37; figure 1 "...printer 3 operating to a second print line segment..."}. 

Note: the limitation "which is specified in the request-information to request to 
conduct a process to the second print producing line" is an apparatus claim and 
intended use limitation for the system/device or apparatus thus carrying no patentable 
weight. 

As for claim 9, LOIMOINE ET/ TUBEL discloses wherein, the processing result 
includes which processing device has been completed, and processed data when a 
processing device, which has been specified in the request information has been 
completed [col. 10, lines 49-67, col. 11, lines 1-4]. Note this limitation is dealing with the 
data processing; thus it is Non Functional Descriptive Material and carried no patentable 
weight. See MPEP 2106.01. 

As for claim 10-14, LOIMOINE ET/ TUBEL discloses wherein, the request- 
information is issued when one of the serial processing devices is interrupted [see col. 
1, lines 6-10; and lines 64-67; col. 2, lines 1-5; col. 12, lines 36-43 and figure 11 
"...event failure of the first print line segment, a second print line segment can be used 
as backup ]. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

8. The US Patent Application to Suto discloses a distributed data processing 
system and method of processing data in distributed data processing system, and to 
Ozaki discloses production management system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy-Vi Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1614. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 
A.M to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janice Mooneyham can be reached on 571-272-6805. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
IT. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



/Dennis Ruhl/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



